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Amendments to the Claims 

The current listing of claims replaces all previous versions of the claims. 
Listing of Claims 

Please cancel claims 1 -9. 

10. (currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 

an elongate body formed from recycled tire material, said body having a plurality 
of sidewalls and oppositely disposed end portions integral with said plurality of sidewalls 
and defining a length of said body therebetween, said body having a centrally disposed 
longitudinal axis; 

at least one reinforcing member extending within said body and disposed 
between said opposed end portions and said plurality of sidewalls thereof, said at least 
one reinforcing member positioned s ub s tantia l ly p arallel to the longitudinal axis; and 

connecting means for removably connecting select ones of said opposed end 
portions to an object: and 

an elongated cross-bar directly conjoined to a top end of said body, said cross- 
bar extending orthogonal to said body and having axiallv opposed end portions laterally 
displaced awav from said body: 

an octagonal stop sign connected to said body for warning vehicles and 
pedestrians of oncoming traffic: 

wherein said connecting means comprises: a plurality of brackets having a 
plurality of apertures formed therein and for receiving a plurality of fastening members 
therethrough : 

wherein one said plurality of brackets is secured to said apparatus and another 
said plurality of brackets is secured to a ground surface, said plurality of brackets being 
pivotally connected and selectively adjustable along a select guadrant such that said 
first and second brackets are oriented orthogonal to each other when said body is 
vertically situated, said second bracket having an anchoring member directly attached 
to a bottom surface thereof and seated below the ground surface, said anchoring 


Page 2 of 6 

PAGE 3(9 * RCVD AT 2121/2006 6:28:01 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0€ FXRF-6/28 * DNIS:2738300 • CSID:9042960056 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-54 


02/21/2006 18:29 9042960056 


ASHKAN NAJAFI 


PAGE 04 


AppL No. 10/804,009 
Amdt. Dated 2-21-06 
Reply to Office Action of 12-21-05 

member having a plurality of spikes directly connected thereto and protruding vertically 

downwardly for maintaining static contact below the around surface, said anchoring 

member having a thickness greater than a thickness of said first and second brackets. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 0, wherein said at least one 
reinforcing member comprises: first and second V-shaped reinforcing members 
juxtaposed side-bv-side within said body and eouidistantly centered from said sidewalls. 
i s formod to hav e a substantia ll y V o hapo . 

12. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein said at least one 
reinforcing member is formed to have a gonora ll y U-shaped cross-section. 

1 3. (original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein said at least one reinforcing 
member is formed to have a generally V-shaped cross-section. 

14. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein said at least one 
reinforcing member is formed to have a substanti al ly c ylindrical shape. 

15. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein said at least one 
reinforcing member is formed to have a s ubstant i a l ly helical shape. 

Please cancel claims 16 and 17. 
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